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C. IRVING BENSON 


HE BIBLE HOUSE in Queen Vic- 
toria Street is one of the most ex- 
citing places in all great London. 
very year it sends out 1,000 tons of 
libles --- written in 836 languages ---- 
the ends of the earth! 

Standing in the library of the Bible 
ouse my imagination kindled. First, 
asked to see Mary Jones’ Bible --the 
etual copy in Welsh which she saved 
) for six years to buy and walked 50 
iles to get in the closing years of the 
Bth century. 
|I thought of her going bare-footed 
eross country, rugged, mountainous, 
oggy with great stretches of moorland. 
aly when she reached Bala did she 
ondescend to respectability by putting 
1 her shoes and stockings. 

The minister from whom she secured 
he precious Bible told her story to the 
teligious Tract Society and pleaded 
he need for Bibles in Wales. Joseph 
lughes was inspired to say: “‘If for 
Jales why not for the kingdom? and if 
jor the kingdom, why not for the world? 

And thus was set on foot the move- 
ment that led to the formation of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 

- It stirred me to hold in my hand the 
Bible in Tibetan which took nearly 100 
sears to complete. 

Two Moravian missionaries who tried 
jo enter Tibet in 1865 were turned away 
so they veered westward and went to 
adakh on the border of Kashmir.A fugi- 
live from the closed land taught them 
ibetan. 

For years they sat at the feet of this 
man, called Gergan, learning the langu- 
age and translating the Gospels, print- 
them on a little press of their own. 

ergan’s son, Yoseb, became a Chris- 


ONE 


THOUSAND TONS 


OF BIBLES 


tianand after his father’s death was sent 
to the Church Missionary Society’s 
school at Srinagar in Kashmir. He deter - 
mined to complete the work begun by 
his Moravian friends and spent 35 years 
of his life from the age of 24 to 59 trans- 
lating the rest of the Bible and revis- 
ing the whole. 

When the manuscript was complete, it 
was sent to this Bible House in London. 
Then the Second World War broke out, 
and it was hidden in the crypt of Ripon 
Cathedral until the bombing was over. 

In 1945 the Bible Society was beset 
with many printing difficulties and de- 
cided that this Bible must be printed 
in Lahore. 

Thousands of sheets of paper were 
prepared with crude chemicals mixed 
with the yolks of eggs to make them like 
transfers and on these sheets Yoseb 
Gergan,now over 70, undertook to write 
out the whole Bible by hand. He worked 
day and night. 

The doctors said: ‘‘He may live five 
days or five months. There is a fire burn- 
ing within him keeping him alive.”’ 

On August 16, 1946, the writing of the 
Bible was completed and five days later 
Yoseb died. 

After many adventures the hand-writ- 
ten Bible was reproduced by a photo~_ 
litho process and copies began to cir- 
culate in Tibet in 1949, carried into the 
country by TibetanChristians of the fron- 
tier provinces. 

This is one of the romantic stories 
of the translations there in the library 
in Queen Victoria Street --a story to Te~ 
member about the Bible, and especially 
on Bible Sunday. 

As I came away I looked up over the 
entrance and read an inscription cut in 
an open book of stone: “‘The Word of 
the Lord endureth forever.”’ 
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AT THE END OF 


OUR TETHER 


J. ITHEL JONES 


course, we often imagine we are 

there when we are not,really. We 
say, "Im nearly at the end of my tether,’ 
when really all that has happened is 
that we have become rather over-tired 
or that we have accumulated a far too 
heavy programme for the coming hours. 
But chers are among the readers of the 
words those who have at some time.or 
another reached the point where they 
could truly say, ‘/ am at the end of my 
tether.’ The point is that that experi- 
ence was given you in order that you 
might learn a new trust, It is a case of 
man’s extremity becoming God’s oppor- 
tunity. 

Of course, we must be very careful 
where and how we say this. It is per- 
fectly all right for us to take this truth 
for ourselves. We should not be too 
ready to offer it to others. Never say to 
your neighbour, “God allowed you to get 
to that point because you did not trust 
Him enough.’ That would be the height 
of presumption. But in our own case,if 
we are able to look back steadily and 
sa ietly, ‘Perhaps | eae? that 

oint because I| needed to learn to lean 
arder,’ it will doubtless turn to our sal- 
vation. 

It is interesting to note the context 
in which Paul has set this saying. He 
speaks of ‘the trouble...in Asia,’ When 
we turn to Acts 19 and read of the inci- 
dents at Philippi, we realize that ‘the 
trouble’ was a bout of persecution and 
imprisonment on account of the work of 
the gospel. And Paul is saying that this 
kind of thing was sent, or at Teast per- 
mitted, in order that he might trust God 
the more. What an Duraorsinaty claim/ 
I wonder if his thought is becoming ex- 
cessively Hebrew just here? The char- 
acteristically Hebrew way of speaking 
would suggest that the difference be- 
tween a ‘purpose’ clause and a ‘conse- 
quence’ clause was not as clear cut to 
him as it is to us. Whether it is theo- 
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A T THE end of our tether.’ Of 


logically defensible to say that Goc 
sends persecution in order that the per 
secuted may learn a new dependence 
ee Him is, to say the least, question’ 
able. But that such trouble often result 


your leisure and there you will find a 
catalogue of such people. Note the re 
curring refrain, Then they cried untc 
the Lord in their trouble. There yor 
have a picture of men perfectly content 
to go on their way without Cod until 
they come to the end of their tether, It 
takes trouble, great trouble, to turn som 
of us to God. It was at such a time o 
extremity that an averwhelming vision 
of God came to Isaiah. ‘In the year th 
King Uzziah died, I saw also the Lor 
sitting upon a throne high and lifted up. 

Can we interpret our experiences it 
the light of all this? Hugh Redwood 
suggested that when we come to the enc 
of our tether we remember that GOD IS 
at the other end. And what the experi- 
ence really taught us was, that the teth- 
er does not break! 


prayers of thanksgiving: ‘For the disci- 
plines that have given a finer temper 
to our living; for the denial of gratifica- 
tions in which we have recognized at 
length Thy wisdom and gracious provi- 
Deneer te the roak es gave us the 
Strength to walk in days of trial, we 
Give Thee Thanks.’ ee ia 


our ‘Amen’ to the affirmation that com- 


who can raise the dead, ; 
Have we caught the point of that las 
phrase ---to trust ‘in God who can raise 
the dead’? When a person comes to the 
end of his tether he asks whether God 
can really bring him through. It is all 
very well to iets verses like ‘Our suf- 
iciency is 0 i i 
not.” 4 
things, 
whic 


was young is not much point. A man 
needs to have the assurance in his own 
heart that God is absolutely supreme 
and that He is available. Where can he 


‘Death is the seemingly final and ulti- 
mate fact with which man is confronted. 
Where there’s life, there’s hope,’ we 
say. Does that mean that when death 
has taken possession things have gone 
itoo far even for God? Not The God in 


whom we are called to trust is one ‘Who 


A NIGHT OF PRAYER 


NE NIGHT alone in prayer might 
() =». us new men, changed from 

poverty of soul to spiritual wealth, 
from trembling to triumphing! We have 
an example of it in the life of Jacob. 
Aforetime the crafty shuffler, always 
bargaining and calculating, unlovely 
in almost every respect, yel one night 
fin prayer, turned the supplanter into a 
prevailing prince, and robed him with 
celestial grandeur. From that night he 
‘lives on the sacred page as one of the 


nobility of Heaven. 


Could not we, at least now and then, 
iin these weary earthbound years, hedge 
, about a single night for such enriching 
_ traffic with the skies? What, have we 
+ no sacred ambition? Are we deaf to the 
yearnings of divine love? Yet for wealth 
and for science men will cheerfully quit 
their warm couches and cannot we do it 
now and again for the love of God and 
the good of souls? Where is out zeal, 
our gratitude, our sincerity? 

, I am ashamed while I thus upbraid 
Both myself and you. May we often tar- 
ry at Jabbok, and cry with Jacob, as he 


grasped the angel Bye 
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TEXT: Il Cor. 1:9 “We believe now 
that we had this experience on com- 
ing to the end of our tether that we 
might lear to trust, not in oursel- 


ves, but in God who can raise the 
dead,”’ 


can raise the dead,’ What Paul is doing 
here is arguing from the greater to the 
less, Can God bring you through? You 
have before you the ei of the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
If God achieved that, He can achieve 
anything! His power can meet any con- 
tingency. Lean hard, believer! 


With thee all night I mean to stay, 
And wrestle till the break of day. 


Surely, Brethren, if we have given 
whole days to folly, we can afford a 
space for heavenly wisdom. (Luke 6:12) 

--Charles Haddon Spurgeon. 


PREPARATION FOR PRAYER 


The mood of prayer needs cultivation. 

The reading of a psalm is one of the 
best ways of putting ourselves in readi- 
ness. The Psalter is the prayer book 
God prepared for His people. Great men 
of prayer in every generation have 
gained their skill from it. Try reading a 
few psalms to attune your spirit to God. 

Once Peter the Barber came to Luther 
with the request, “Won’t you help me 
to pray?” The great Reformer took out 
time from his busy life to write a thirty- 
page booklet for Peter explaining his 
own practices. Luther would take a 
petition, or a commandment, or a verse 
of Scripture and make of it “four 
wreaths” and intertwine them. First he 
found instruction in the passage and 
tried to learn all it could teach him. 
Then he found in it something to be 
thankful for and wove that into his 
prayers. Thirdly he approached it as if 
it were a mirror and learned from it 
his own imperfections. This led him to 
confession. Finally it revealed how much 
God could still do with and for him in 
his personal sanctification. This led to 
his petitions and intercessions. That was 
the secret of Luther’s power. 

George Mueller of Bristol, England, 
arose early and gave the first half-hour 


(See Page 307) 
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THE CHURCH 
AT WORK 


The Peu ptppraires “The Pulpit 


In an article appearing in “Christianity Today,” the editor suggests that 
the layman has a right to expect certain things from the pulpit. Among others, 
he lists the following four points with his pertinent comments: 

AUTHORITY: The Christian message has a basis in authority, the auth- 
ority of the Scriptures in which God has spoken by the Holy Spirit. Without 
such authority, something is lacking, and the pew is easily affected by the 
deficiency. The preacher needs the authority derived from God Himself and 
His revealed truth if he would speak to the hearts and lives of other men. The 
biblically based “Thus saith the Lord” still impresses the hearer more than 
the profoundest opinions of men. 

POWER: Power in preaching depends on the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
both in the preparation and in the delivery of the sermon. For such power 
there is no substitute. Human wisdom, oratorical flights, literary style, per- 
sonal opinions, all will soon be forgotten. God’s presence in a sermon is im- 
parted to its hearers and carried away in the heart. On such power from the 
Holy Spirit rests the hope for a repetition of the experience of the men on the 
Emmaus road: “Did not our hearts burn within us, while he talked with us by 
the way, and while he opened to us the Scriptures?” 

URGENCY: This urgency is not one of a possibly imminent world cata- 
clysm. Nor is it an urgency having to do with physical, economic, or social 
well-being, important as these may be. The Christian ethic, aS a matter of per- 
sonal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and as a way of life, is the most im- 
portant decision with which man cen be confronted. Until the issue between 
God and man is settled aright there can be no right solution of man’s problems 
with man. Jesus expressed the urgency of His own mission to this world in 
the arresting phrase “should not perish, but have everlasting life.” “Perishing” 
is a desperately serious matter, and finding the way to prevent it is certainly 
a matter of the greatest urgency. The second phase of a Christian faith—how 
to live as a Christian—is also a matter of urgency. In both matters the pew 
needs to capture this sense of urgency from the message of the pulpit. 


DECISION: A good salesman works for a decision. A good agent for Jesus) 
Christ does the same. We laymen need to face up to the universal need for 
such a decision. Only too often we find ourselves confronted with an invitation 
to “join the church”. Such a step is a vitally important matter, but man’s first 
decision has to do with the acceptance of Jesus Christ—Who He is and what 
He did, Many of the problems in individual lives, and in the church, stem 
from the fact that only too often such a decision has never been made. There 
are many subsequent decisions the Christian must make; in. fact, they must 


be made daily. When Christianity becomes a vital reality to the individual, 
. Such decisions inevitably follow. ¥ 


Finally, the pew should look at the pulpit through eyes and from a heart 
that has prayed, for the one standing there as a messenger of God. In a true 
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sense, he stands a dying man preaching to dying men. He needs and deserves 
the sympathetic understanding and prayerful support of those to whom he min- 
isters. 

The Church moves forward as pew and pulpit unite in one common faith and 
purpose: to know Christ and to make Him known. --From Redeemer Record. 
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Candlelight 
i ag (hecines 
See 


WWednesday Evening (Prior to Christmas) 
2 Processional (Congregation seated) 

No. 94, Hymnal 
2 Order of Vespers............ Page 41, Hymnal 
2 Psalm: Cantate Domino..No. 667, Hymnal 
re Men’s Chorus: 


a) “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming’’....Praetorius 
yb) “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen’’............ 
English Carol 


2 First Lesson 
2 Intermediate Choir: 
va) “Sing Noel” 
Bemeeweside Thy Cradle’... a Bach 
c) “Westminster Carol’... French-English Carol 
2 Second Lesson 
2 Junior Choir: 
a) “Cradle Hymn” 
Sum Unto Us a Boy Is Born’’......................---.. 

- 15th Century Latin Carol 
‘c) “Saviour, Thou of Israel”..14th Century Carol 
? Senior Choir: 
faethe Searching Carol’ _._.-...:-.-<...-..- Marryott 
'b) “O Little Town of Bethlehem’’........ Praetorius 
t) “A Joyous Christmas Song’’..Norwegian Carol 
id) “There Shall a Star Come Out of Jacob’... 


<p Mendelssohn 
mn No. 87 
2 Combined Chorus: 
a) “The Christmas Story”..............-.-- Goldsworthy 


“From Heaven Above to Earth I Came’’...... 


iS “As Lately We Watched’... Austrian Carol 
| Luther-Bach 


Closing Prayers and Blessing 
-Recessional—No. 91, Hymnal 

Lutheran Church of The Redeemer, St. 
l, Minn. 
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Christmas Candlelight Service 
Organ Prelude: 
“March of the Magi Kings’—Dubois. 
Processional: 
“Lamp of Our Feet”—Lambeth, 
(Choir and Congregation). 
Call to Worship: 
“I was glad when they said unto me, let 
us go unto the house of Jehovah.” 
Hymns: 
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear . . .” 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful .. .” 
“Hark, Hark, the Herald Angels Sing .. .” 
Scripture Reading: Luke 2:1-20. 
Hymns: 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 
“Joy to the World.” 
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7. 
Choir: “Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly 
Light’ —Bach. 
“O Come to My Heart, Lord Jesus’”— 
Ambrose. 
Meditation: (Pastor). 
Hymns: 
“Angels, from the Realms of Glory.” 
“O Gladsome Light .. .” 
“All Glory, Laud and Honor.” 
Candlelighting: 
(Altar boy, or appointed attendant will hand can- 
dle to the pastor, who lights it from the large 
candle in the chancel, beside the manger scene; 
deacons or ushers will come to the chancel steps, 
and light candles from pastor's candle, and pro- 
ceed down various aisles, to light candles of wor- 
shippers nearest the aisle, who in turn pass on the 
light to other occupants of each pew, until all are 
lighted. Pastor kneels at altar steps.) 
“Silent Night, Holy Night.” 
(Every worshipper joins in this hymn, which may 
be followed by other familiar hymns, or carols, if 
desired.) é : : 
Pastor: Prayer, closing with Lord’s Prayer, in 
which all present join, and candles are ex- 
tinguished, and these are gathered by ush- 
ers during the following hymn singing. 
Hymns: 
“Hark, Ten Thousand Harps and Voices.” 
“Jesus, My Lord, My God, My All.” 
“O Master of All...” 
Christmas Offering: Pastor accepts at Chancel 


C.M. 
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steps and pronounces Benediction after de- 

positing offering plates on altar. 
Benediction: “The grace of the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and the love of God, and the com- 

munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”’ 
Hymn: 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.” 
Postlude: “Gloria” —Andre. 


Christmas Program 
This Christmas Program was offered by Madrigal 
Choir, Senior Band, and the Dramatics Club, Wil- 
liamston High School, Michigan, and is suitable 
for any High School group, Community or Church 
group. Hour 4 P.M., week prior to Christmas. 
Christmas Setting. 


Program, Madrigal Choir 


“SRE. Era RSS rake ae ee See Bach 
ptearolvoty thes Belts. 220-2484 -8 2s Leontovich 
EIeWondcr AS LiWander....2.. (Appalachian) 
TTT Sy CSE sy ene cern eee Kountz 


“TI Heard the Bells On Christmas Day’’......Calkin 


Senior Band 
aN FriLCtm SUNSCUg ese ot see eee ee ee Frangkiser 
“Adoramus Te” and “‘Sanctus’’........ Palestrina-Lake 
A Christmas Carol 


DRAMATICS CLUB 
Act I— Combination office and apartment of Eb- 
enezar Scrooge. 
Act Il—Scrooge’s apartment and Scrooge’s boy- 


hood home. 
Act II] —Scrooge’s apartment and the Cratchit 
home. 


Act IV — Scrooge’s apartment. 

Characters: Scrooge, Marley's Ghost, First, 
Second, Third Spirits, Mr. Cratchit, Mrs. 
Cratchit, Tiny Tim, and supporting cast. 

Music: 

By the Choir. 


The Christmas Story, Tableau and Narration 
Music by Choir and Band. 
Tableau Characters: Mary, Joseph, Angel, 


Shepherds (3), Wise Men (3). 

(Narration, Scripture version of the prophecy, and 
the birth of the Savior, manger scene, shepherd 
and visit of three Wise Men.) 


ST 


Christmas Vesper Service 


“Glory to God in the Highest, and on Earth, 
Peace, Goodwill Toward Men.” 

Organ: “Pastorale in G’—Carelli, 

Doxology: Invocation, and Lord’s Prayer. 

Pies ‘It ae Upon the Midnight .. .” 
esponsive Reading: ‘Nativity’ Scri 
anno ios, £ ivity or Scripture, 

Anthem: “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones’ — 
Samuel—Junior Choir. 

Christmas Prayer. 
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Hymn: “While Shepherds Watched Th 
Flocks’’—Handel. 

Presentation of Gifts (Clothing, food, « 
toys for orphanages or shut-ins locally). 

Offertory. “Luther's Cradle Hymn.” 

Solo: ‘'There’s a Song in the Air’ —S peaks 

Meditation: “Meaning of Christmas 1n wo 
today.” a 

Hymn: “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
Mendelssohn. 

Benediction. 

Organ: “O Come, O Come Immanuel 
French. 
—West Washington Baptist Church, D. 
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UNIVERSAL WEEK OF PRAYER 


The ‘‘Universal_Week of Prayer’’ will 
be observed by evangelical Christians 
in America January 6 through 13, 1957. 

The folder available this year will 
provide the following daily themes: 


The Christian and God 

The Christian and the Lord 
Jesus Christ 

The Christian and the Church 

The Christian and the Family 

The Christian and Business 

The Christian and the World 


The Spiritual Life Commission of the 
National Ass’n. of Evangelicals, 108 
No. Main St., Wheaton, IIl., is encourag: 
ing churches in America to follow the 
pattern of the week which English- 
churches have followed, the people com- 
ing together in a different church each 
day of the week, prayer themes taken 
from the folder, provided by the Asso- 
ciation free of charge, upon request. 


FARMERS AT THE CROSSROADS 


EZRA TAFT BENSON, Secretary of Ag- 
riculture, Washington, D.C., tells the story — 
of the actual facts facing present-day farm- 
ers in America, to Carlisle Bargeron, and 
these fact-statements are published by the 
Devin-Adair Company, and distributed by 


The Constitution and Free Enterprise 
Foundation, 210 Fast 43rd Street, 
New York 17, New york 


at special group rates to Ministers, and 
other group leaders for a limited time only. 
This is a “‘must’”’ item for every conscien- 
tious minister. Write for price on number of 
copies needed for your local groups. a 
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SHRISTMAS CAROL SHEETS 


The Bible Lands Missions Aid So- 
siety, 230, Coastal Chambers, 172,Buck- 
tingham Palace Road, London, S.W.|, 
founded in 1854 to assist American Mis- 
sions in Turkey and the Middle East and 
ltheir main work for a hundred years, has 
made available an appealing Carol Sheet, 
containing 2l-popular Carols, and well 
illustrated with in-and-near Bethlehem - 
scenes, which may be had at $3 a hun- 
dred. Orders sent to the above London 
address should be accompanied by a 
postal money order for the number or- 


dered. 


CHRISTMAS FOLDERS 

FFERING ENVELOPES 

Write to the Fine Art Litho Company, 
6035 W. Gross Point Rd., Chicago 3l, 
Tl, for prices and samples of feautiful- 
ly illustrated and printed cards, folders, 
and offering envelopes. You will like 
them. 


FELLOWSHIP PLANS 
CHRIST’S WORK-DAY 
AS CHURCH BENEFIT 


There was a busy Saturday ahead 


ple. The Senior High Westminster Fel- 
lowship planned to sponsor a “‘Christ’s 
Work Day’’ in the Presbyterian Church, 
Cheektowaga, New York. 


Anyone in the community was invited 
‘to call the church during the day and 
request assistance of such nature as 
baby-sitting, cleaning, putting up the 
sstorm windows, running of errands,- 
sother odd jobs. Members of the group 
splanned to do the work and accept pay- 
-ment at whatever rate the patron judged 
‘the service merited. Proceeds wereto 
‘be used for the benefit of the Fellow- 


ship plans. 


RELATE WORSHIP 
TO DAILY LIVING 


**People want a conviction in God 
that will withstand persecution, war, 
/and ostracism,’’ the Rev. Philip F. 
McNairy, dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
said in a joint worship service of the 
YMCA and YWCA of Buffalo, N.Y. area 


staff-members recently. 


_ Rev. McNairy addressed the staff mem- 


bers in the YWCA chapel at a_ service 
held in observance of the 89th annual - 
observance of the World YMCA-YWCA 
Week of Prayer, and urged the staff- 
workers to make worship relevant to 
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for a group of Buffalo-area young peo- 


the experience of the day! He said too 
many young people are toying with re- 
ligion. 

“They participate in crafts and sports 
but are reluctant to give their time for 
the more serious things, and if we could 
only learn to keep uppermost in our 
minds these three things,--God has a 
purpose, God cares, and God will win, 
we would be doing a great service to 
young people. 


THE PRAYERS OF 
SUSANNA WESLEY 

This handbook of some 60-pages, edited 
and Arranged by W. L. Doughty, published 
by Philosophical Libr. Pub.,$2.50, is a gem 
that every believer in prayer and its power 
will wish to study. The 4-page chapter on 
Susanna Wesley is worthy of special study 
and thought, in that it contains the basic 
qualities of character and faith, underlying 
the 40-prayers chosen by the editor, W. L. 
Doughty. Study and contemplation of the 
worthy contents of the book will bring a 
lasting reward. 


DEVOTIONS AND PRAYERS. 
of MARTIN LUTHER 


Selected and Translated by Dr., Andrew Kos- 
ten, Baker Book House, 11l-p. $1.50 


This hand-book presents 52-one page de- 
votion on the Psalms, and as many brief 
prayers on the facing pages. They are trans- 
lated into modern, readable English by Dr. 
Kosten of the First Presbyterian Church at 
Ridgefield Park, New Jersey. These writ- 
ings of Martin Luther have the timelessness 
of truth, They have the directness and force- 
fulness which characterized the Author. Here 
is admirable and basic material for daily de- 
votions, either group or individual. It is an 


excellent gift book. 


Divine Mystery 
Somehow God weaves the strangest 
thing 
Into a pattern fair; 
He took an angel song, a star, 
A Hebrew peasant pair, 
Some shepherds on Judean hills 
And unknown Wise Men three, 
A stable cold and dark and damp 
A manger ’neath an inn— 
And now 
A weary world kneels hopefully 
Before the Babe of Bethlehem. 
—James Allen Kestle. 
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SERMONS 


THE USE AND MISUSE OF SUNDAY 


ARTHUR H. KOLSTI 


TEXT: Luke 6:1-11. 
af HERE will be no sermon this morne 


ing. The storm windows at the par- 

sonage have not been put up yet, 
and as Sunday offers a fine day to work 
around the house, | thought a shorter 
service would allow time for such work. 
I hope you will understand! 

If that statement were true, it would 
certainly be a new twist to an old story. 
How frequently do we hear the refrain -- 
“Sunday is my only day to work.’”’ There 
was a time when Sunday held an unchal- 
lenged distinction among the days of 
the week, but that distinction is rapidly 
BrEeppeerinE. Today, we transact busi- 
ness on Sunday, go to sports events, do 
our work. The day no longer holds any 
special claim upon many minds as be- 
ing a day intended to be different from 
others, Sunday is fast becoming just an- 
other day in the week. 


Even among many who bear the name 
Christian, Sunday no longer brings with- 
it the imperatives of church attendance 
and worship. Now, I fully realize there 
are many here to whom that does not ap- 
ply. You are here Sunday after Sunday, 
and it is your fidelity, and the fidelity 
of others like you, that constantly re- 
freshes the spirit of the ministry. Yet, 
the need remains to examine the claims 
of the Christian Lord’s day, to chal- 
lenge secular attitudes, and to articu- 
late our own witness concerning the use 
of Sunday. The fact remains that a large 
pepcnt of our Christian population is 
guilty of misusing Sunday. 

Let us begin by setting Sunday a- 
geinet the background of its Scriptural 

sis, Our Hebrew-Christian tradition 
has always held the Sabbath to be the 


SSR yee 
Lyonsville Congregational Church 
La Grange, Illinois 
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order of God and not the invention of 
man. One of the earliest Hebrew laws in 
the book of Deuteronomy gives this 
sanction to the Sabbath. 


‘«,.that thy manservant thy maid ser- 

vant may rest as well as thou. And 

remember that thou wast a servant in 

the land of Egypt, and that the Lord 

thy God, brought thee out thence, --- 

through a mighty hand and by a stret- 

ched out arm: therefore the Lord thy 

God commanded thee to keep the Sab- 

bath day.” (Deut. 5:14-15) 

Two reasons are here given for Sab- 
bath observance, The humanitarian rea- | 
son of providing a day of rest. We could 
certainly marshall the facts from the 
doctor’s office to underline our human 
need for periodic rest and recreation. 
The other reason is moral - ‘‘and remem- 
ber that thou wast a servant in the land | 
of Egypt.’? The Sabbath was to be a 
day of commemoration, a day when the 
Hebrews would recall the mercy of God 
in their history, The Sabbath was to 
preserve Israel from the pitfall of pride 
and arrogance. 

The Christian Church retained the 
essentials of the Hebrew Sabbath but 
re-established it in the light of the 
resurrection, Fach Sunday was to be a 
little Easter, a day when Christians. 
would commemorate the ériumph of Jesus, 
a day when they would recall their in- 
debtedness to their Redeemer. 

Sunday, then, is a day of Grace, a 
day ordained by the Creator for the 
specific purpose of worship, renewal, - 
and remembrance. No one states this 
better than the Psalmist, ‘this is the 
day that the Lord hath made, let us re- 
ay Ae . : 99 : 
joice and be glad in it. The proper 
use of Sunday is a recognition of God 
as the Giver, Sustainer and Redeeme 
of Life! 


It is here that our secular attitude 
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is the reverse of a truly Christian atti- 
tude. Many see God not as the giver 
of this day, but as the intruder, a dis- 
turber who wants to claim time not- 
rightly His. And when we set up our own 
interests as having the highest claim 
jipon our lives are we not forgetting that 
we are dependent creatures? Is this not 
like the saw telling the carpenter how 
to build the house? 

How do we think when we stay away 

“rom church? We arise on Sunday, we 
eat breakfast, scan the morning paper, 
chen about ten o’clock the attack of 
“‘norbus sabbatticus’’ comes. We ex- 
perience a general feeling of uneasiness, 
Then we ectionalize<*'Well, I really do 
aot need this, today.’’ This is what E]- 
con Trueblood has called the Angelic 
“allacy, a new and subtle type of self- 
righteousness of the sort expressed by 
Little Jack Horner, ‘‘what a good boy 
mm I.*’ 
Remember, Sunday was ordained to 
mmeet our human need of fellowship with 
God, our need of a constantly rekindled 
memory of Jesus. Sunday is the day for 
snadequate people. 

Now, someone may say, ‘‘Well, I can 
»worship God in my own yard and gain 
‘strength.’’ While true in theory, in ac- 
ytual practice this is a naive sort of 
pthinking, it becomes platitude. George 
iMedley tells of the father gathering the 
‘family for a Sunday outing who called 
sto his little girl, “‘Come on, we can 
: sing hymns on the beach.”’ She replied, 
‘But we won’t, will we?”’ 

Yes, we can worship God outside the 
church, but we won’t, will we? Every 
i field of human interest produces its own 
literature. Now, we see no books coming 
- off the press related to such themes as 
‘Prayers for picnics’’, “Hymns for the 
| highway’’, or ‘‘Meditations for the Ball 
I Park.’” -- You see, God knows us, that 
iis why He instituted the worship of 
‘the Christian Church. It is what the Re- 
\formers called ‘a help to our infirmity. 

So, when you meet your fellow mem- 
| ber whom you’ve missed in church ask 
‘him: ‘‘We missed you Sunday. Well, 
| I was busy.’ “‘Oh, did you cancel your 
dinner because of business? No, re) 
-course not.’? ‘“‘No, you wouldnt miss 
\ that, for we need to eat, but remember, 
| we also need spiritual food. : 

Even Jesus recognized the necessity 

of regular worship. The Gospels say, 
| the went to the Tem le as was hiscus- 
tom.”? Jesus recognized the lace of 
ceremony, he respected the emple. 
ome have misunderstood his arguments 
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with the Scribes and Pharisees over 
Sabbath observance to mean a disregard 
for Sabbath keeping. We read this morn- 
ing how one such argument arose be- 
cause Jesus healed on the Sabbath and 
another because he allowed the disci- 
ples to pick corn.Now to the Pharisees 
it was quite proper to heal on the Sab- 
bath, but only if the atient might die. 
If healing could be deferred, then one 
should not heal on the Sabbath. To Je- 
sus, human. need came first. The needs 
of the disciples and the man with the 
withered hand were of supreme import- 
ance to him. So the controversy raged 
around that point. Jesus aeniced to fill 
the Sabbath with the Love of God. “‘The 
Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.’’ 

Yes, we need Sunday, for we need to 
be reminded about the deep dimensions 
of life. To misuse Sunday is to misuse 
our freedom. In our own country we al- 
ways speak of ‘this nation under God!’ 

en we forget the faith that underlies 
freedom, then that freedom degenerates 
into a restless egoism, and thet de- 
scribes the condition of much of life 
today. The psychologist warns us that 
extreme busyness can be a sign of in- 
ner sickness and we want to heed the 
warning signs. Our own interests have 
a way of becoming our prison and only 
a transcendant loyalty that directs it- 
self to God in Christ can deliver man 
from his self-made prison. 

But, I suspect that for most the real 
cause of misusing Sunday is not lack o 
time, but lack of a truly Christian frame 
of values, ‘‘The world is too much with 
us, getting and spending, we lay waste 
our powers, ter all, those who put 
forward the time excuse find time for 
their favourite TV al Eee play cards, 
to entertain their friends, 

We do a lot of joking about church at- 
tendance, but it is really a serious mat- 
ter. When God is left out, the half gods 
return, That was the great warning of 
the prophets of Israel. The Israelites 
forgot the source of their blessings, 
they turned to their garden and house- 
hold gods. So, the prophets pleaded: 
“The ox knows its owner, and the ass 
its master’s crib; but Israel does not 
listen and the passing years soon found 
the armies of Assyria encamped outside 
the gates of a morally bankrupt Jerusa- 
lem. _ 
When the people of any community for- 
get the real demensions of life, that so- 
ciety is already in process of dissolu- 
tion, In our own Church life, we need to 
remember this. Protestantism pmzes 


Page 297 


freedom, but the price of freedom is dis- 
cipline! Brave men have died to give 
us a free church in a eG country, let 
us not sell our birthright for a mess of 
pottage. 

In thai portion of Luke where the 
harisees argue with Jesus over Sab- 
bath rules, there is one man‘who did 
the right thing on a Sabbath day, He 
brought his withered hand to Jesus. To- 
day, we are called to put our hand to 
many baffling personal and social prob- 
lems. Today we need firm, purposeful 
hands. Sunday is the time to join this 
man before Jesus, holding out our hands 
for healing. Then we will find the silent 
tide of renewal flowing into our lives 
and making them orderly, strong, an 
useful! Sunday is the day to seek out 
the Lord, for in Him is our salvation!' 


THINGS 
THAT HINDER 
CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY 


AN UNFORGIVING SPIRIT 
TEXT: Il Cor. 2:7,11. Ye ought rather to 


forgive him.... lest Satan should 
get an advantage of us. 


HE offender of whom Paul is speak - 
loss is, no doubt, the same person 

whose gross transgression against 
the moral law, and apparently, also, 
against Paul himself, had occasioned 
the writing of the First Letter to the 
Corinthians. In that Letter, sent by Ti- 
tus, Paul had required the Church at 


Corinth to take steps to discipline the 
offender and uphold>the purity of the 
Church. Paul was in great distress a- 
bout the situation in the Church, and -- 
particularly with reference to this of- 
fender. But, at length, somewhere in 
Macedonia, Titus came to him with the 
good news that the Church had carried 
out his instructions, disciplined the of- 
fender, and that the latter had aeknowl- 
edged his transgression. 

Now the Apostle’s thought is for the 
transgressor, and he writes the Second 
Letter to the Church at Corinth, telling 
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them that they must forgive this offen- 
der and deal kindly with him, lest the 
man should be “‘swallowed up with sor- 
row,’” which means overcome with de- 
spair, and lest also Satan should get an 
advantage of them. 

There are many things which hinder 
us in the Christian life, but perhaps 
there is no hindering which is so hea 
and which drags us down and behind in 
the Christian life as the weight of an 
unforgiving spirit. 


1. The Hindering Effect of 

An Unforgiving Spirit 

The importance of this matter-of for- 
giveness, and the danger of harboring 
an unforgiving spirit, is made clear by 
the repeated references to it in the 
teachings of Christ and the New Testa- 
ment. Indeed, so much is this so that to- 
day, if one says a man has a Christian 
spirit, it does not mean that he is a te 


erous man, or an honest man,or a chaste 
man, or aman whocontrols his passions, 
but a man who is ready and able to for- 
get an injury and forgive a wrong. 
bitter, unforgiving spirit is one of the 
best witnesses to the power of Satan, 
in man’s soul. 
In his ‘‘Picturesque Notes of Edin- 
burgh,’” Robert Louis Stevenson tells’ 
of two spinster sisters who had a fall- 
ing out, and thenceforth no word was’ 
ever spoken between them. Yet, either 
because of lack of means, or fear of 
scandal, they continued to live togeth- 
er in the same house. A chalk line on 
the floor separated their two domains. 
“It bisected the doorway and the fire- 
place, so that each could go out and in 
and do her cooking, without violating 
the territory of the other.’” So through 
the years they lived together, and yet 
separated, within the four walls of that 
home. That visible and invisible chalk 
line separated them in their household 
and kitchen toil, in their devotions, in 
their hours of reading, and in the silent 
watches of the night. No one could ever 
describe that as a happy life. The chalk 
line of an unforgiving spirit separates 
and isolates multitudes ob souls, 
Samuel J ohnson wrote Boswell, ‘“Life 
is but short.... Let us not throw away 
any of our days upon useless resent- 
ment, or contend who shall hold out 
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A dream...a plan... 
a new church to the glory of God 


ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF AMERICAN SEATING’S 
HELPFUL SERVICE TO CHURCHES 


The Reverend A. Dale Ihrie, 
Th.M., Th.D.: “We are deeply 
indebted to everyone who had 
a hand in’ the planning and 
construction of this marvel- 
ous structure .. . They have 
given us a building of which 
both the congregation and the 
community are justly proud.” 


Edward J. Russell, Chairman, 
Construction Committee: “We 
are pleased to state that both 
visual and postural features 
- of American Seating pewing, 
as well as its silence in use, 
have met our highest expec- 


A new church is not just masonry and wood. 


It represents the faith, prayers, inspira- 
tion, and sacrificial labors and gifts of its 
hundreds of members and friends who 
make the building possible. 


This is true in the case of the new Grosse 
Pointe Baptist Church, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, Michigan. 


This beautiful, modern edifice, located 
in the heart of a substantial residential 
area, with unlimited possibilities for growth, 
is an impressive landmark . .. a true 
realization of a dream ...a plan... and 
a new church to the glory of God. 


We are proud that American Seating 
BoprrorM® church pewing was selected — 
for its quality, comfort, beauty, reverence, 
and durability — to be an integral part of 
this modern structure. 


If you are planning a new church, or re- 
modeling your present facilities, remember 
your church deserves the best. In seating, 
this means beautiful furniture by American 
—the result of highest quality materials, 
careful design, and famous Grand Rapids 
craftsmanship, which insures enduring 
beauty and lasting satisfaction to you. 


For full details or free consultation, con- 
tact the nearest American Seating office. 


AMERICAN 
SEATING 


Grand Rapids 2, Michigan. Branch Offices and Dis- 
tributors in Principal Cities. Manufacturers of Church, 
School, Auditorium, Theatre, Stadium, Transportation 
Seating, and Folding Chairs. 


WORLD'S LEADER IN PUBLIC SEATING 
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This book speaks plainly, real- 


& istically, and tenderly of the needs x 
= of the unfortunate people of the § 


& streets and institutions of an aver- 
% age American city -- Louisville, Ky. 


Here are actual descriptions of % 


; jails, institutions, homes, hospi- 


tals--and people--that have been & 


@ changed because someone took an 
: interest. Here also are tested plans 


--plans that can be adapted to any. = 


city where there are laymen who 
care enough to act. 


= 

2 This is the true story of Louis- 
& ville’s active laymen at work. It 
¥ reveals the moving purposes, the 
% guiding principles, and the basic 
ae you can adopt for your 
%# ‘other vocation’’ ------ the vocation 
z of putting your faith into action. 


Bs October 8, $1.75 


at all bookstores 
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longest in stubborn malignity. It is bes' 
not to be angry, and best in the secon 
place to be quickly reconciled.” 

Another, and still more serious, effec 
of an pee: spirit upon the unfor 

iving soul is that it cancels and for- 
Feits God’s forgiveness. If we harbor 
an unforgiving spirit, we break dowr 
and demolish the very bridge to heaver 
over which we ourselves must pass. The 
Apostle tells us to be tenderhearted, fot 
giving one another, even as God fo 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven us. And ow 
Lord taught us to pray, “‘Forgive us oul 
trespasses as we forgive those whi 
trespass against us.’’ That principle 
of forgiveness in order that we might re- 
ceive forgiveness, Jesus repeatedly 
taught and emphasized. In the Sermon 
on the Mount, He said that the man whe 
was bringing a gift to the altar at the 
temple, and there remembered that he 
had a eee out with his brother, shoul 
leave his gift before the altar, and then 
go his way and first be reconciled to hi 
brother and then come and offer his gift 
Thus Jesus taught that a forgiving spir 
it is a condition of true worship ane 
prayer. 

But the most extended and most strik: 
ing utterance of Jesus on this subjec 
was the great Parable of the Two Deb; 
tors. Peter had asked Jesus, ‘‘Lord 
how oft shall my brother sin against m 
and I forgive him? Till seven times?’ 
The answer of Jesus to this was, ‘‘No 
until seven times, but until seventy 
times seven.’’ That is, repeated and: 
unlimited forgiveness. And then to shov 
the danger of an unforgiving spirit, hi 
related the Parable of the Two Uebtors 

here was one servant who owed his- 
Lord ten thousand talents, an enormous 
sum, amounting to many dollars. Accord 
ing to the law and custom of the day, hi: 
Lord commanded that he and his famil} 
should be sold into slavery, and thus a 
least a part of the debt be paid. Where 
upon, the servant fell down before his 
master and said, “‘Lord, have patience 
with me and [| will pay thee all.”’ Thal 
of course, was impossible. Though hi 
should live to be as old as Methusale 
he could never hope to pay this hug 
debt which he had incurred, probabl 
through dishonesty. But his Lord wa 
moved with compassion, and, settin, 
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ummer’s End And Your Church Education Problem 


ere ty 


The end of summer brings ab- 
ruptly into focus the Chars ed- 
ucational unit which more and 
more has become the center of 
attention in congregations, 
throughout the land. 

With the children back in 
school, and with the resump- 
tion of a heavy schedule of 
church activities. thoughts turn 
once again to that problem 
which so many congregations 
have considered in the past-- 
-when will it be possible for 
us to provide our igen with a 
proper Christian Education U- 
nit: 

Such building or expansion 
requires capital funds. No ef- 
fortless solution presents _it- 
self to the average church. Yet, 
there is a solution.... a capital 
funds campai among the 
church Re akereh tn. 


Lawson Associates has been : : : 
privileged Be oo icin Sloat venience for a discussion of your funds need. 


SE Following this, you will be presented with a 
ees ches on tnts- North written aioae of the Sapien outlining 
the funds potential in your church, the firm 
campaign schedule for your consideration. 
There is no cost or oblicetien up to this 


American continent. No firm of 
fund raising counsel provides 
a service as dignified, as eco- 
nomical, as successful as Law- 


son Associates. Pour 

Consultation and analysis of Why not take advantage of the coupon be- 
your funds problem are provided low to learn just what is possible of accom- 
without cost or obligation. One plishment in your catch ay se can be taking 
of our representatives will be the first step toward a realization of a new 
pleased to visit you at your con- Christian Educational Unit. 


a 
Lawson Associates, Inc. 
Rockville Centre, N. Y. 

Please prepare an analysis to show what our church could expect 
to obtain in a fund-raising campaign under tour direction. For your 
assistance we submit the following data: 


Amount Needed......... ae are Purpose of Fund..... Sha cabatitestepeteater 
Church Families................s00+ Annual Budget......... Berra. sistew 
MR ase 5 cade ces o9 0 00a Si pee SAP RIE Deere eaaes ects seen nae 
MiMi Stier... con seceseanred= swede deh is, Bele piats cnerenmars de davncnep ete saelte ohaectere 
Address.......++. Giekt ous saeee oe ee We ce iestaen na sherewtisae® tsa? Rare eg Ars 


LAwson & AssocIATES 
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Meeting Life 
on 
Higher Levels 


Hunter Beckelhymer 


Six inspirational messages for 
those who aspire to steady cer- 
tain growth in Christian living. 
A step-by-step guide to the 
highest level of all —the goal 
and the prize of “the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

$1.75 


Devotions For 
Adult Groups 


Wallace Fridy 


Twenty-seven complete de- 
votions bringing insight and 
guidance for Christian living. 
Bible-centered, each medita- 
tion is followed by two hymns, 
a scripture lesson and prayer. 
For either personal or group 
use. $1.50 


at all bookstores 
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Van free, forgave him the debt. 


With a light heart, this servant, whose 
engrmous debt had been forgiven, went ou 
from the presence of his lord and down: 
the steps of the palace on to the street 
There he chanced to meet one of his fel- 
low servants, who owed him a trifling 
sum, a hundred pence. Taking him by the 
throat, he shook him and said, ‘“Pay 
me that thou owest!’’ His fellow serv- 
ant fell down at his feet and besought 
him to have mercy in the very same word 
with which he had besought his lord 
““Have patience with me and [ will pay 
thee all.”’ But the hard-hearted servant 
forgetting how his own great debt had 
just been forgiven him, cast the man and 
his family into prison. 

There is a great deal in the world of 
what Pope called ‘‘man’s inhumanity to 
man.”” But, thank God, there is also a 

reat deal of man’s humanity to man. 

he other servants in this king’s house- 
hold heard of this harsh and cruel treat- 
ment, visited upon the man who owed th 
one hundred pence, “‘and they were sor- 
ry.’ They were sorry. Compassion is 
the fountain and impulse back of all no- 
ble action. They were not only sorry, 
but they acted upon their sorrow, an 
told their lord what had taken place. 
Whereupon, the king summoned the first 
debtor and said to him, ‘‘O thou wicked 
servant! [ forgave thee all that debt be- 
cause thou desiredest me. Shouldst not 
thou also have had compassion on thy 
fellow servant, even as I had pity on 
thee?’” Having thus rebuked him, his 
lord delivered him over to the jailors 
and tormentors till he should pay all 
that was due unto him. Then Jesus draws 
the point of his sermon, and how clea 
and unmistakable it is: ‘‘So likewise 
shall my Heavenly Father do unto you, 
if ye from your hearts forgive not every- 
one his brother their trespasses. ”” : 


II. The Blessed Influence of 

A Forgiving Spirit 

We have seen the blighting and with- 
ering effect of an unforgiving spirit. 
Now let us look on the other side. There 
is, first of all, the possible. influence 
and effect upon the one who is forgiven. 
The Roman Catholic doctrine of no di- 
vorce, claims for authority, not only 
teachings of our Lord, but also the spir- 


The Expositor 


= 


239 Years of Service 


LOOKING BACKWARD 


can be a help in going forward. 240 years of devotion to the ‘‘lone and 


fatherless” and distributing to “‘the necessities of the saints’’ gives 


reason for humble and hearty thanks. And the record causes us to ‘“‘re- 


joice in hope’’ for the future. 


Invest in the future with the Fund. You may correspond confidently with: 


PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ FUND 
RITTENHOUSE SQUARE, PHILADELPHIA 3, PA. 


ALEXANDER MACKIE, 
1717 - TWO HUNDRED THIRTY-NINE YEARS - 1956 


President 


Plan Early fo. CHRISTMAS >= 


with brand-new CHRISTMAS PROGRAM BOOK 
and new matching CHRISTMAS BULLETIN and 
INVITATION POST CARD. All new material 
for your committee in the program book. The 
colorful invitation post card will build attend- 
ance, and the matching Christmas bulletin will 
add- dignity to your service. 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM BOOK NO. 15. 


cee aa eerres Seeeates ccsic as sis!ste sis srnre-and 40c 
CHRISTMAS INVITATION POST CARD 
No. 765 Sas che besos 25c. dozen; $1.50 per 100 


CHRISTMAS BULLETIN No. 9056. ..100, $1.75; 
250, $4.00; 500, $7.00 


GOOD TIDINGS 


A completely new Christmas gift booklet that also doubles as 
a de luxe greeting card. Sixteen pages of prose, poetry and’ 
Scripture on the Christmas theme. Full color throughout. Shiny 
full-color cover. Use GOOD TIDINGS for everyone on your 
Christmas list. Envelopes, too! 
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The Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church, 
Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Glenn A. Bickerstaff, Architect 


The character of workmanship displayed i: 
the seating and chancel appointments in th 
Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church o 
Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, are | 
reflection of the taste, talent, and respect o 
MANITOWOC craftsmen. Years of devotio: 
to such ideals assures you of seating and chance 
furnishings that become the embodiment of th 
character and spirit of your church. You wil 
find that MANITOWOC Church Furnitur 
Company offers you conscientious cooperation 
efficient methods of manufacture, and a produc 
made from materials unsurpassed for thei 
purpose. 


We invite your inquiry. 


4 


MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 1214 Lincoln Ave. Waukesha, Wis. 


DEPT. D> 


it of that teaching, for one of the rea- 
sons given is that a legal separation 
puts a barrier in the way of forgiveness, 
and reconciliation. In another passage, 
and immediately after he had related the 
beautiful parable of the Ninety and Nine 
and the One Lost Sheep, Jesus spoke 
of a dispute between brothers, and said 


The Latest Volume 


the 
interpreter’s 
bible 
Volume 6 


Contains the com-~ 
plete texts and com- 
mentary on fifteen 
Old Testament books --- 


Lamentations, Ezekiel, Dan- 
iel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Oba- 
diah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, Zsphaniah, Hag- 
gai, Zechariah, and Malachi. 


1,169 pages. $8.75 


at all bookstores 
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that the one who felt that he had beer 
wronged, before breaking off relation- 
ship with his brother, and before bring- 
ing him before the court of the Church 
should endeavor in a private interview 
to be reconciled unto him, saying, “I 
he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 
brother.”’ 

In a powerful book of fiction which 
came outa generation and more ago, 4 
man who had committed a crime so con 
trived it that suspicion fell upon another 
and innocent man, who was tried, con- 
victed, and sent to prison. The guilty- 
man remained free. Yet, he was visited 
by many calamities -- sickness, death in 
the family, and financial loss. Yet none 
of these things brought him to repent- 
ance or turned him back to God. But one 
day he got a message from the dying mar 
whom he had wronged. It was a mes 
sage of forgiveness. Up to that time hi 
had said, “‘T cannot, I will not, I dare 
not, I must not repent.”” But now the let 
ter of forgiveness broke his heart and 
brought him to repentance. ‘‘God called 
me,’ he said, ‘through many years, by 
many judgments; but I repented not un- 
til 7 was forgiven.” 

In Quo Vadis, that great tale of early 
Christian history, Chilo, the philosopher, 
thief, and betrayer of the innocent, had 
sold the wife and daughter of his friend 
Glaucus into slavery, and had tried to 
kill Glauwcus for his faith in Christ. When 
Nero passed down the lines of human ag- 
ony in the Vatican Gardens, where the 
pitch-covered Christians were burning 
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: the pillars to which they had been 
ound, Chilo walked by his side. As the 
tind for a moment blew the smoke away 
yom the face of Glaucus,Chilo, smitten 
ith remorse, stretched his arms up 
ywards the agonizing martyr and cried 
tt, ‘“Glaucus, in Christ’s name, forgive 
2!” At that the head of the martyr 
ved slightly, and from the top of the 
llar was heard a voice like a groan, 
[ forgive.”’ Immediately, Chilo, turn- 
3g towards Nero, lifted an accusing 
mand and said, ““There is the incendi- 
yy” The same day he was baptized 
‘to the Christian faith; and when his 
‘turers were binding him and pierc- 
~¢ him with iron tongs, Chilo kissed 
veir hands with forgiveness. Forgiven 
mself, he had learned to forgive,--- 
id he died in peace. e 
| In the National Gallery in London, and 
others, you will see many of the beau- 
ful paintings of the great portrait paint- 
~, George Romney. At the age of 19, he 
sarried a young woman who had nursed 
»m through a fever.Then, having heard 
nother painter, Sir Joshua Reynolds. 
ay that marriage spoiled an artist, he 
eserted his wife and two children,and 
vent to London to seek fame as a paint- 
-. The one who inspired many of his 
prtraits, and whom he painted into a 
rore or more of his characters, such 
3 St. Cecilia, the Magdalene, and Joan 
’ Arc, was the beautiful,but notorious 
mma Hart, afterwards Lady ‘lamilton, 
- whose feet Lord Nelson cast away 
:s honor. In his old age, near the end 
‘his life, desolate and almost out of 
‘s mind, he went back to the wife he 
ad deserted long years before, who re- 
sived him and nursed him until he died. 
“Romney’s Remorse,’’ after a friend 
ad tried to comfort him in his remorse, 
ith the thought that regardless of the 
»w part he had played in life, he had 
- least, won the painter’s fame, and 
comney replied: 
‘The best in me that sees the worst 
| in me, 
And groans to see it, finds nocom- 
fort there.”’ 
But what he does find comfort in is 
e hope that the heavenly forgiveness 
ich his wife has shown him may be 
anted him of heaven: 


) yes, I hope, or fancy, that perhaps 
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A Product of 
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lew Jersey 


Wuman forgiveness touches heaven, - 
and thence --- 

For you forgive me, you are sure of 
that --- 

Reflected sheds a light on the for- 


given.” 
And that, indeed, is one of the great 
blessings of forgiveness. It sheds the 


reflected light of heaven upon the soul 
of the one whc has sinned. 


Not only does the forgiving spirit bless 
him who receives forgiveness, but blesses 
him who bestows it. Forgiveness, like 
mercy, it is twice blessed. “‘It blesses- 
him that gives and him that takes,.’’ For- 
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persecutors and murderers, 


giveness is the fruit of faith, and in the 
great examples of forgiveness which we 
have in the Bible, that is always brought 
out and emphasized. It was David’s faith 
in God, and in the destiny which God had 
appointed him, that enabled him to _ for- 

give Saul the great injury he had done- 
him, and hold back his hand from venge- 
ance when repeatedly he had the oppor- 

tunity; and, at leneth, when Saul and 

Jonathan had fallen in battle, to commem- 
orate them with his beautiful ode. 

It was faith, too, and not mere senti-_ 
ment, that enabled Joseph to forgive his | 
brothers the great wrong they had done 
him, and his father also, when they had 
sold him into slavery. When his brothers, — 
after the death of Jacob, were fearful — 
that now he would wreak his vengeance 
upon them, Joseph said to them,‘‘Fear | 
not, for am [ in the place of God?”’ As 
for you, ye thought evil against me, but 

od meant it unto good.” The wrongs — 
and injuries which men suffer in life — 
are not accidental, but providential; — 
and have in them great benefit for the — 
soul, if we can take them as Joseph did, | 
and say that God meant them unto good! _ 
The seaworm perforates the shell of the 
mussel, or the oyster, but the mussel- | 
retaliates by closing the hole made by 4 
its enemy with thelustrous pearl. So the 
Christian spirit of forgiveness turns 
By al good and overcomes evil with — 
ood. 
On the Cross Christ prayed for His — 
‘Father, — 
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jorgive them, for they know not what 
uhey do.”’ On the Cross, too, He for 
save that Thief who, but a moment ago, 
vith his brother-thief, had been mock- 
ing and reviling him. But, I always think 
that the greatest instance and example 
bf our Lord’s forgiveness of an injury 
was His forgiveness of Peter. It was 
Peter, you remember, who once asked 
desus how many times he was to forgive 
bis brother. And Jesus told him until 
seventy times seven. | suppose Peter 
wever really took that in, or understood 
t ull that night in the court-yard of 
vaiaphas, when, just after he had been 
rigsing and denying his Lord, the door 
pened, and Jesus, bleeding and bound 
end spat upon, was led out into the court- 
‘ard, and hearing Peter’s oath, turned - 
ind “looked upon Peter.’? When Peter 
aw that look of pity and love and for- 
tiveness, then he understood, and not 
:ntil then, what Jesus meant when He 
paid, “Until seventy times Seven.”’ 
That was the kind of forgiveness- 
Peter needed, and that is the kind of 
porgiveness which you and I need. | am 
jure Peter must have been thinking of 
flat when, long after wards, he wrote one 
f his Letters and said: “Be ye all of 
yne mind. Love as brethren. Be pitiful, 
pot rendering evil for evil; but contrari- 
vise, blessing.”’ And again, those won- 
erful words about Christ, ‘Christ also 
nuffered for us, leaving us an example 
at ye should follow in His steps, Who 
then He was reviled reviled not again. 
then He suffered, He threatened not, but 
ommitted Himself to them that judgeth 
:ghteously. Who His own self bare our 
fins inhis body on the tree.”’ 


PRAYER (From page 291) 
of each day to prayer. After pursuing 
this course he confessed, however, that 
his prayers often became shallow and 
repetitious. It occurred to him that he 
should first read the Word of God. As 
he reversed his procedures and spent 
fifteen or twenty minutes first with the 
Bible, he found that his prayers became 
much richer. 
In a fuller sense our whole life is to 
be part of our preparation. Spurgeon 
| said we prepare our prayers by prepar- 
ng ourselves. God looks for sincerity, 
uprightness, earnestness, right desires. 


‘Oscar E. Feucht, D.D. 
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